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THE FRASER COAST MANAGED HEALTH NETWORK IS EXPANDING TO BUNDABERG
The consortia of Widelinx, GP Links (Formerly The Wide Bay Division of General Practice) and IP Systems recently successfully in implemented a secure network for health professionals on the Fraser Coast.   We are now delighted to announce the extension of this network to Bundaberg.

The network, providing medical grade security, connects general practices, hospitals, specialist practices, senior medical staff homes, aged care facilities, pharmacies, and allied health services. The underlying network is a high speed fibre optic service delivering communication at speeds that greatly exceeds what is being offered by commercial carriers. 
What are the benefits from the Fraser Coast Managed Health Network?

Email over the public network is very insecure and traffic is easily compromised, on the other hand traffic over the FCMHN is absolutely secure. Built into the establishment of the network will be guaranteed service agreements, addressing the security, integrity, and functionality of the network.
The FCHN is an exclusive, health community network providing for the secure transfer of authorized confidential health information between connected sites. It also provides a secure platform for health related applications, voice, video and internet services. 
What the network currently provides?

· Secure  email between practitioners

· Desktop and meeting room video conferencing

· Voice over Internet telephony (VOIP) (Hervey Bay & Maryborough only)
· Fast and efficient access to online health  related reference and information services

· Desktop and meeting room video conferencing

· General Internet Access
What the network may provide in the future?

· Receipt of radiology results 

· The security to send & receive electronic discharge and admission reports between community and hospital. 

· Voice over Internet telephony (VOIP) (Bundaberg)
What will it cost to join this network? 
Whilst the initial implementation of the FCMHN was funded by a federal grant to cover the cost of implementation and equipment, there is unfortunately no government funding available for the extension of the network.  Therefore there will be a small cost for connection of the network.  The provision of routers to link participants to the network will be provided free to the first 10 participants. 

There will be 

· A small cost for connection to the network

· No cost for the routers to link to the network for the first 10 participants
· A small equipment cost if participants wish to take advantage of Optional Video Conferencing 
The network converges voice, data and video into a single service, with monthly network service fee  being no more that what a practice / GP is currently paying not including telephone calls. There will be added services not currently being provided such as video conferencing with specialists and hospitals. 

For example a site currently with business grade broadband and 4 lines with Telstra would be paying approx $249 per month , with the FCMHN this charge would be $239 per month. 
Practices and GP’s will experience significant savings on telephone call costs due to the fact that calls made over the network are free, with calls to capital cities at an untimed local call rate.

Telephony call costs will be: 
· Within the network free, 

· Local off network  $0.15 untimed 
· To Brisbane - $0.15 untimed
· To other capital cities  $0.30 untimed 

· STD calls - competitive rates $0.07 connection , $0.12/min 
For further information, contact Widelinx on 1300 009 433

We look forward to working with you in the development of this very exciting project to support the provision of up to the minute health care on the Wide Bay. 
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